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Society: Book Reviews

BOOK REVIEWS
Fifty Feet in Paradise: The Booming of Florida. By David Nolan.
(San Diego: Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, 1984. 324 pp. Illustrations, photographs, bibliography, index. $15.95.)
The word Boom echoes throughout Florida history, and not
just from ancient cannon, or Cape Canaveral space blasts, or the
sonic sounds from jetliners streaming south to the finger of
America that David Nolan describes as Paradise.
Every American’s dream, Nolan believes, is fifty feet of Florida
real estate— either oceanfront sand or some palm-ribboned lot
from which entrepreneuers convert sunshine into fantasy, fable,
and fashionable comfort and reality. He portrays many Floridas,
stitched together as episodic booms rather than historical periods
or chapters. With light, humorous, deftly crafted mini-profiles, he
tallies the tales of the titans, giants, dreamers, visionaries, promoters, speculators, fast-buck artists, victims, and rediscoverers.
Taken together— sifted from history’s footnotes— a recurrent cast
of characters parade across Florida with land-rush schemes and
architectural splendor, from pioneering north Florida to the manmade castles of the Condo Age.
Tracing boom-and-bust from earliest Florida, Nolan assesses
the familiar 1920s land boom as merely Florida’s basic pattern for
growth-from “buckskins to bikinis”; from a sour Andy Jackson
promoting his friends in 1821 to crusty twentieth-century financier Ed Ball, whom he targets as the state’s curmudgeon.
New readers of Florida history will find distinctive personalities lured south to Postcard Scenic. Serious history students will
travel the byways of ballyhoo, folly, fashion, and finance, and will
be amused by titans who came with canal and railroad fever,
with Chinese mulberry trees for silk production, with plans for
sugar cane production, for orange groves, and for cities highlighting Moorish Revival architecture, the Space Age, and Walt
Disney’s “Mouse That Roared” at Orlando.
The illustrations convey the faces and fashions of Florida.
From a select bibliography, the author mines a fertile field to
humanize the notables and lesser-known schemers who gambled
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on Florida as Paradise. These include Old Hickory in Pensacola,
Richard Keith Call and Dr. James Bronaugh; Alexander Hamilton, Jr.; Francis Wayles Eppes, Prince Murat, and the Marquis
de Lafayette; General Peter Sken Smith, the developer who left
Florida just ahead of a lynch mob; Hamilton Disston, profiting
from others’misfortune in an age of oranges and railroads; Henry
Bradley Plant, “King of Florida” whose railroad and money discovered Tampa; Henry Morrison Flagler, who influenced Florida’s Gold Coast and brought the architectural colossi that decorated the Florida skyline with fabled designs by Thomas Hastings; Julia Tuttle, “Mother of Miami”; Henry Sanford; Sidney
Lanier; and the notorious and feared Al Capone.
Nolan says it best: “They have given Florida a history as
colorful as its foliage, peopled by characters as exotic as its wildlife . . . a veritable zoo of human types . . . it is a cash-encrusted
tale all the way back to the Spanish conquistadores. Once Florida
went on the dollar standard, it really got in high gear.”
These glimpses of Florida have a boom! pop! cadence for
joyful reading.
Pensacola News-Journal

JESSE EARLE BOWDEN

Neither Dies nor Surrenders: A History of the Republican Party
in Florida, 1867-1970. By Peter D. Klingman. (Gainesville:
University Presses of Florida, 1984. xiii, 233 pp. Forward,
preface, notes, references, index. $12.00.)
The political history of Florida, as with other southern states,
has focused almost exclusively on the Democratic party and its
internal affairs. Little mention is made of any Republicans.
Peter D. Klingman attempts to fill this void in Neither Dies nor
Surrenders, the first full-scale study of Florida’s Republican party.
Klingman divides his study into three parts. The first, “the
politics of participation,” centers on the Reconstruction period
when Republicans controlled, in a tenuous fashion, the state
government. Despite bitter intraparty disputes and the selfserving opportunism of some of its leaders, Klingman concludes
that, contrary to popular stereotypes of corruption and incompetence, the Republican’s “controversial legacy” included posi-
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tive accomplishments in the areas of education and public services, and a record of “fiscal responsibility.”
With the end of Reconstruction began a long period of “the
politics of isolation.” With the exception of the decade immediately following Reconstruction and a short period in the late
1920s when Herbert Hoover’s presidential victory in Florida and
the strong gubernatorial races of William Howey briefly stirred
Republican hopes, party leaders and activities remain relatively
obscure. Only the bare outline of Republican activities emerges,
and one suspects that little other than internal squabbling over
minor patronage posts was actually happening.
In fact, throughout the narrative the major emphasis is on the
endemic intraparty factionalism that dominated party affairs.
The constantly shifting struggles between little-known factional
leaders is often bewildering, and Klingman does a credible job
of making some sense of it all. In some respects, this factional
disunity is similar to the localism and “political atomization”
that V. O. Key found among Florida Democrats. What differentiates Florida Republicans, however, is that the internal infighting centered almost exclusively around the question of which
group would receive patronage appointments from national Republican administrations. Patronage politics dominated Republican activity, at the expense of efforts to develop strong
grass-roots party organization and to challenge the Democrats
at the polls. The nature of Republican leadership did little to
broaden the party’s appeal. From Reconstruction Governor Harrison Reeds’ “maverick political style” to Claude Kirk’s “confrontational politics,” Republicans seemed burdened by contentious leadership incapable of or unwilling to promote the
compromise and consensus so necessary to political success. As
Klingman points out, “Republicans were first and foremost their
own worst enemies.”
Factionalism continued into the period of “the politics of
reformation,” which began in the mid-1950s when the mass influx of Northerners into the state and dissatisfaction with national
Democratic party programs provided a climate for developing a
legitimate two-party system. Klingman presents an excellent
critique of the Kirk governorship and the damaging effects of his
controversial political style. Nevertheless, this section remains less
than satisfying. The origins of Republican resurgence can be
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traced back a decade to the Young Republican insurgency against
party leadership in 1966 and Kirk’s subsequent gubernatorial
campaign. Republicans had carried Florida in the presidential
elections of 1952, 1956, and 1960, had begun developing strong
local organizations on the west coast and in central Florida, and
had posed serious election challenges in selected congressional
and focal races. Little attention is given to these efforts prior to
1966, nor are the contributions of important figures such as
William Cramer and Edward Gurney given adequate analysis.
Klingman has done an excellent job of reconstructing, from
the limited historical sources available, the history of Florida’s
Republican party, marred only by occasional minor errors and
inconsistencies. Neither Dies nor Surrenders represents an important contribution to a neglected area of Florida’s political
history, and hopefully will encourage others to explore further,
both on the state and local level, the Republican past.
Jacksonville, Florida

DAVID J. GINZL

Catholicism in South Florida, 1868-1968. By Michael J. McNally.
(Gainesville: University of Florida Presses, 1984. xx, 316 pp.
Maps, foreward, preface, abbreviations, notes, bibliography,
index. $13.95 paper;)
Michael J. McNally, priest and professor of ecclesiastical history at the Seminary of St. Vincent de Paul in Boynton Beach,
has written a laudable account of the Roman Catholic Church in
the sixteen counties of the lower peninsula of Florida from 1868
to 1968. He picks up the the history of Florida catholicism at the
approximate point where Michael V. Gannon concluded his
story of the church in The Cross in the Sand. McNally’s approach
is mainly chronological, and he uses the various episcopates of
the bishops of St. Augustine and Miami as a framework for his
narrative. Throughout the book, the author shows how the religious, social, political, and economic currents of the times
affected the clergy and laity, but expecially the bishops: Augustin
Verot (1858-1876); John Moore (1876-1901); William J. Kenny
(1901-1913); Michael J. Curley (1914-1921); Patrick Barry (19221940); and Joseph P. Hurley, who governed the diocese of St.
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Augustine from 1940 until the new diocese of Miami was carved
from its southern extremities in 1958. The bulk of the work,
however, deals with the episcopate of Coleman F. Carroll, the
determined, resplendent, and sometimes ruthless first bishop of
Miami.
The early history centers around the island city of Key West
where the church ministered to a large cosmopolitan congregation composed of native whites, Cuban political refugees, blacks
(Cuban and native), and assorted West Indians. This congregation presented a microcosm of the problems that the church
would face a century later in the wake of the Castro revolution.
Throughout this period there was a great shortage of clergy, and
much of the pioneer missionary work was done by the Jesuits,
who were given jurisdiction of the lower peninsula by Bishop
Moore in 1889. Headquartered in Tampa, the Society of Jesus
established churches and chapels in West Palm Beach, Miami,
and other hamlets on both coasts. Later they took over the
parochial work in Key West.
In addition to being the largest congregation in southern
Florida and the center of a large Cuban immigration, Key West
also became an important educational center when the Canadian
Sisters of the Holy Name established a school (1868) in an
abandoned barracks given them by Stephen Mallory, former
Confederate Secretary of the Navy. Thirty years later, during
the Spanish-American War, the Holy Name Convent and School
was loaned to the United States Navy as a hospital, the sisters
assisting with the nursing. The founding of St. Leo’s Abbey by
the Benedictines (1886) provided an important school for Florida
boys, although the limited missionary work of the Benedictines
only occasionally touched the southern counties. These schools,
founded by the religious, were the forerunners of the numerous
schools and colleges that were to grow with the Catholic population of the lower peninsula.
McNally’s biographical sketches of the bishops are more
realistic than those of most church historians, myself included.
True, he sometimes overuses such words as “efficient,” “zealous,”
“vigorous, ” “demanding,” and “spiritual,” in describing the prelates, but he also assesses their characters with such descriptive
adjectives as “ambitious,” “rigid,” “legalistic,” and “unbending.”
Most of the latter terms were used to portray Coleman F. Carroll,
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first bishop of Miami. It is obvious that the author has great
admiration for the saintly Sulpician, Augustin Verot, first bishop
of St. Augustine, “a man of deep faith” who “loved to pray the
mass and to live a simple life of poverty,” his wardrobe “having
the mark of destitution.” This reviewer cannot help but contrast
this description of Verot with that of the “aggressive” Bishop
Carroll, whose “interests were not particularly pastoral,” and
who gave grand dinner parties with “the best food and drink” at
which he demanded formal dress. Apostolic poverty was evidently
not the bishop’s long suit.
Father McNally discusses the causes and effects of the later
Cuban immigration with sense and compassion, as well as the
church’s attempts to alleviate the suffering caused by this vast
folk movement. He also notes the clash between the two brands
of catholicism, American and Cuban. The shattering changes
wrought by Vatican II are analyzed as well as the defection of
large numbers of laity and clergy caused by these revolutionary
transformations. He tells us, for instance, that thirty-three clergymen left the priesthood during the chaotic years between 1968
and 1977. He considers the church’s relations with black Catholics
and with black Floridians in general, as well as the anti-Catholic
sentiment that was rampant in the state during the second decade
of this century, a sentiment that culminated in the election of a
bigoted Baptist preacher, Sidney J. Catts, to the office of governor.
The most interesting chapter deals with the Carroll-Hurley
controversy, which resulted from a quarrel over the ecclesiastical
loaves and fishes when the diocese of Miami split off from the
parent diocese in 1958. The main bone of contention was, of
course, property. The quarrel became so bitter that the litigation
lasted seven years, and Bishop Carroll, unable to gain title to his
assets in real estate, was driven to borrow money from Jimmy
Hoffa’s Teamsters. One of the results of the controversy was that
it created what McNally calls a historical caesura: “a kind of
psychological chasm separating the diocesan era from the earlier
history of catholicism in South Florida. This separation came
about because the tension and ill feeling that grew out of the
controversy did not dispose Bishop Carroll to link his own efforts
with those of his predecessors. The same thing was true of the
priests and religious of the diocese, many of whom underwent
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considerable stress as a result of the financial and jurisdictional
uncertainties arising from the dispute.”
In the writing of Catholicism in South Florida, Father
McNally has made good use of diocesan, religious, and parish
archives, as well as various church, state, and national newspapers. The product of his work is, without doubt, the best
church history to come out of Florida up to this time. Every
Floridian should be grateful to him.
University of the South

JOSEPH D. CUSHMAN, JR.

Murder in Miami: An Analysis of Homicide Patterns and Trends
in Dade County (Miami) Florida, 1917-1983. By William Wilbanks. (Lanaham, MD: University Press of America, 1984.
xvii, 375 pp. Preface, dedication, acknowledgments, bibliography, appendices, biographical note, $25.75.)
Murder in good fiction is usually exciting, ingenious, and
interesting, but murder in real life is more often mundane, crude,
and cheap. This volume devoted to Dade County homicides will
not replace books of Agatha Christie, John Dickson Carr, or Rex
Stout, but it does provide a close look at the criminal justice system in Miami, if not the nation.
The subtitle of this book is somewhat misleading since the
book is concerned principally with Dade County homicides during 1980. The one chapter devoted to historical perspective is
co-authored by Dr. Paul George. It had been presented previously
as a paper at the Florida Historical Society annual meeting in
1983. It is an excellent and informative presentation which
places the thirty-five (per 100,000) homicide rate for Dade County
in 1980 into better perspective when one considers the 1925 and
1926 rates of 102.6 and 110.1 respectively. This chapter also introduces the concept of a violent “culture fueled by the stress created
by the boom and the bust and by large numbers of transients who
had no permanent roots in the community.” This explanation,
repeated in the final chapter, cites the stress resulting from the
Miami riot, the influx of 125,000 refugees, the drug wars, and
various other influences as the basis for the 1980 Dade County
homicide rate.
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Another chapter compares the homicide rates of Dade County
to others in Florida and the United States. The remaining chapters are devoted to a discussion of the 1980 patterns of victimization; the characteristics of those homicides and the offenders; the
role of the police, prosecution, and newspapers; the sentences of
the offenders; and an analysis of race and sex bias in disposition
of the criminal cases.
Forty-eight pages of tabular data follow these chapters and
precede the 188 pages of indexed narratives on the more than 560
homicide victims in 1980. These concise descriptions of the victims, offenders, and the crimes are useful data for future consideration, but the publication of raw data is a luxury seldom seen
today.
The typography of the book is not outstanding and contains
various errors. Full explanation is lacking in many tables and
narratives, as well as some abbreviations. Despite these minor
flaws, this is an important contribution to the field of criminal
justice. Many myths are questioned or refuted such as those concerning the effectiveness of the insanity defense and race or sex
bias in the disposition of homicide cases, at least in Dade County.
It is one of the more realistic interpretations of homicidal violence and its causes to be published recently.
This book is recommended to those people interested in
criminal justice or criminal law. The rather brief historical discussion makes it somewhat less useful for the historian.
Florida State Museum,
University of Florida

WILLIAM MAPLES

Archaeological Treasure: The Search for Neustra Señora de
Atocha. By R. Duncan Mathewson. (Key West, FL: Seafarers
Heritage Library, 1983. 171 pp. Foreward, illustrations, photographs, bibliography. $15.00.)
It is likely that most people familiar with Florida history and
underwater archeology have some knowledge about the epic
search efforts undertaken in the Keys to find the lost resting place
of the seventeenth-century Spanish galleon, Nuestra Señora de
Atocha. That knowledge is likely to be derived from newspaper
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articles or perhaps the National Geographic Society’s magazine
article or motion picture.
One of the individuals central to this decade-long drama is
R. Duncan Mathewson III, a marine archeologist. Working sideby-side with Mel Fisher, the leader of the project, Mathewson
has pioneered new techniques in underwater field archeology
while teaching the methods and orientation of that discipline to
his non-scientist co-workers.
In return for years of dedication to archeology and his remarkable accomplishments, Mathewson has been unjustly treated
as an outcast by many of those archeologists who have followed
more customary career paths into academia or bureaucracy.
Fortunately, he has risen above petty jealousy and blind discrimination to publish his own account of the unparalleled and
astounding search for the wreck of the Atocha.
While both popular and historically-oriented accounts have
been published previously, this is the first monograph presenting
the story of the Atocha project from an archeological perspective.
As such, it goes far beyond anything heretofore available in such
areas of scientific concern as the environmental situation in the
site area, operational problems and methodology, and artifact
analysis. This published volume is Mathewson’s Master’s thesis.
While it never wavers from the rigorous needs of scientific research, it presents a wealth of detailed technical information in
a clear and understandable manner. The narrative discussions
are supplemented with tables, appendixes, and illustrations.
One of Mathewson’s major contributions to the archeological
literature of the Spanish colonial period is a discussion of the
distribution of artifactual material associated with the shipwreck
site. The author relates this patterning to known and interpreted
aspects of seventeenth-century Spanish maritime socio-cultural
behavior.
Since this book is primarily a scientific anthropological study,
it adheres to an orientation which stresses the development of
testable hypotheses as a means to reveal past cultural activity. In
addition to this (or perhaps in spite of it), the flavor of an adventurous quest permeates these pages.
Only a few underwater archeological projects in the United
States have produced technical reports which are readily available. Florida is fortunate to have both the historical resources
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which attract dedicated efforts of this quality, as well as people
such as Mr. Mathewson who have a sincere desire to share the
results of their work with the general public.
Washington, D.C.

DANIEL KOSKI-KARELL

Letters of Delegates to Congress 1774-1789, Volume 10, June 1,
1778 to September 30, 1778. Edited by Paul H. Smith, Gerard
W. Gawalt, Rosemary Fry Plakas, and Eugene R. Sheridan.
(Washington: Library of Congress, 1983. xxix, 765 pp. Introduction, acknowledgments, illustrations, index. $27.60.)
Having returned to Philadelphia following British evacuation
of the city, the Continental Congress chronicled in this fourmonth span of the delegates’correspondence is a more subdued
body of revolutionary leadership, than it had been in the immediate past. The most interesting documents are letters by
William Henry Drayton and Joseph Reed concerning the Carlisle Commission’s abortive attempt to conciliate the American
states. While the grounds for Congress’s rejection of reconciliation in 1778 are familiar to historians, the Drayton and Reed
letters provide highly-revealing language and rhetoric about the
morality of British overtures and the requirements of American
political manhood in the face of these maneuvers. Reed’s letter
to George Johnston, one of the British commissioners, is copiously edited with cross-references to other Reed manuscript writings on this subject (pp. 96-100), and the Drayton letters are
among the only documents in the past several volumes in this
series which are not based on manuscripts— in this case four long
letters from the Pennsylvania Packet.
The book closes with the interrogations of William Carmichael about Silas Deane’s activities in France, the portent of
a political scandal and upheaval which will doubtless dominate
the next two volumes in the series. Readers of American political
history will not want to miss the gem in Samuel Adams’s letter
to James Warren of July 20, 1778, discussing the elusive search
for virtue in revolutionary politics: “It would be the Glory of the
American Republick to find men having, no ruling passion but
the Love of our Country, and ready to render her the most
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arduous Services with the Hope of no other Reward . . . but the
Esteem of their Virtuous Fellow Citizens. But this, some tell us,
is to wish for more than it is in the Power of human Nature to
give” (p. 316). Adams’s assessment of a shift in sentiment about
virtue is astute, and his own implied reservation or regret is a
significant entry in the history of his public service.
University of North Carolina
at Greensboro

ROBERT M. CALHOON

Cannon’s Point Plantation, 1794-1860: Living Conditions and
Status Patterns in the Old South. By John Solomon Otto.
(Orlando: Academic Press, 1984. xx, 410 pp. Preface, maps,
tables, illustrations, photographs, appendix, bibliography,
index. $42.00.)
This volume is an historical archeological analysis of social
status on the Couper family plantation located on St. Simon’s
Island off the central Georgia coast. The Cannon’s Point plantation was abandoned in 1890 when the mansion was destroyed by
fire, but the focus of this study is the antebellum period from
1794 to 1861. The basic data are the materials recovered from
the excavation of houses and refuse middens of slaves, overseers,
and the planter’s family. The archeological work was done in
1973 and 1974 by the Department of Anthropology of the University of Florida.
The goal of the study was to infer living conditions by comparing the material culture of slaves and free whites and to explore the ways in which economic and social status differences are
reflected in the archeological record. These are among the problems of current interest to many historic sites archeologists. A
parallel concern among historians produced analyses of the conditions of slavery which the author has used in both problem discussion and as data sources.
The excavations recovered material from each social component of the plantation. House types were reconstructed from
archeological evidence and illustrate anticipated differences between small slave houses, the planter’s mansion, and the overseer’s intermediate quality of housing.
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Living conditions at each social level are reconstructed by
combining a functional analysis of artifacts and documentary
data. Association of different artifact assemblages with socially
distinct areas of the site lead to inferences of social status patterns. For example, the common bowls of the slaves contrast with
the plates and other flatware of the planter. Significant comparative contributions to the problem of slave life are derived from
analysis of faunal remains to reconstruct the subsistence patterns
at each social level on the plantation. Ceramic forms are correlated with food sources and preparation methods using both
archeological and historical data.
Historic sites archeologists will find the quantitative data
useful for additional comparative study. The correlation of material remains and social status is presented clearly and supported
by statistical analysis in the appendix. One need not be an
archeologist to appreciate this work, particularly because of its
successful blending of historical and archeological data. A vivid
reconstruction of life on an antebellum-plantation is presented.
The growing importance of historical archeology is obvious
in this book, for while both historical and archeological records
are incomplete, their combination provides an enhanced understanding of the past.
University of South Florida

ROGER T. GRANGE, JR.

Andrew Jackson and the Course of American Democracy, 18331845, Volume III. By Robert V. Remini. (New York: Harper
& Row, 1984. xiii, 638 pp. Preface, chronology, illustrations,
maps, notes, bibliography, index. $27.95.)
Robert V. Remini has now concluded his trilogy on the life
of the nation’s seventh president. In Volume I he put forth the
central thesis that Andrew Jackson, more than any other nineteenth-century political leader, “determined the course of American expansion.” In Volume II he maintained that Jackson, influenced by the ideology of the American Revolution, undertook
as president “the first conscious effort at political reform in
American history.” And now, in Andrew Jackson and the Course
of American Democracy, 1833-1845, he asserts that Old Hickory
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was largely responsible for the transformation of the United
States from a republic to a democracy.
Remini is not blind to his protagonist’s mistakes and shortcomings. In fact, taken out of context, some of his judgments
appear quite severe. He faults Jackson for some notoriously-poor
appointments, for his wretched mismanagement of certain issues,
and for his ignorance of banking and economic matters. He also
declares that Jackson must bear “much of the blame” for the
tragic Cherokee “Trail of Tears,” though that “inhuman” drama
took place after his presidency (p. 303).
Yet, on balance, Remini comes down strongly on the side of
those who believe that Andrew Jackson was, in the words of 1066
and All That, a “Good Thing.” While giving office to an infrequent light-fingered opportunist like Samuel Swartwout and an
occasional incompetent party hack like William T. Barry, he
nevertheless presided over “one of the most honest and least
corrupt administrations in the early history of this nation” (p.
413). Although the spoilation quarrel with France “brought out
some of the worst attributes” of his character (p. 201), the outcome of that controversy “increased European respect for America” (p. 289). His “inability to provide a better banking system
to replace the BUS . . . did not serve his country well” (p. 414),
but at least he “hurled a corrupt national bank into oblivion”
(p. 413). And if the Cherokees suffered incredibly as a result of
his Indian policy, they fared better than the Yemassees, Mohicans,
and Narragansetts did at the hands of earlier American presidents.
Remini’s new study, written in his usual lively style, is essentially a bold restatement of the progressive interpretation of
the Jacksonian era. He views the issues and individuals of the
time as Jackson himself saw them. Thus, the Democratic party
“pledged its allegiance to the disadvantaged” (p. 119), while
Henry Clay “catered to the immediate interests of the wealthy”
(p. 319). Jacksonians were also “not far from the mark” in regarding abolitionists as essentially antidemocratic elitists rather
than sincere humanitarian reformers (p. 406). For the most part,
Remini seeks to establish his view of Jackson and his times by
assertion and reassertion rather than through sustained critical
analysis. Andrew Jackson and the Course of American Democracy
is likely to be his most controversial book. He has made a strong
case for the Old Hero as the central figure of his age, but few
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scholars will accept in toto his interpretation of the “Age of
Jackson.”
University of Houston—
University Park

EDWIN A. MILES

The Ratification of the Fourteenth Amendment. By Joseph B.
James. (Macon: Mercer University Press, 1984. viii, 331 pp.
Preface, bibliography, index. $21.95.)
This will likely be the standard work on ratification of the
fourteenth amendment for many years. Joseph James takes up
the process state by state, in basically chronological order, and
carries on to Congress’s declaring the amendment in effect. Anyone interested in the subject can review the process of ratification
in a specific state.
The author makes a number of points that few historians call
attention to. For example, the guarantee of the Union debt was
very influential in forming public opinion on the amendment.
In addition to William G. Browlow, who saw to it that Tennessee
became the first state to approve the amendment, Governors
James Madison Wells of Louisiana and Isaac Murphy of Arkansas advised their legislatures to ratify, not because the amendment was good, but for pragmatic reasons. Both legislatures rejected this wise advice. Many Radicals were delighted when the
provisional legislatures in the South refused to ratify; the amendment as it came out of Congress had been softened too much for
Radical taste, and they feared that Congress might vote to readmit other southern states that did ratify. Finally, Ohio and
New Jersey, after voting to ratify the amendment, voted to rescind their ratification before the process was complete. They
were counted among the three-fourth’s majority of the states
nonetheless.
James disagrees with the conclusions of Harold Hyman and
others who believe that the Supreme Court was a willing and able
participant in the Reconstruction process. He obviously sees the
court as having been cowed by Congress. He agrees, however, with
those students of the period who say that ratification would not
have guaranteed the seating of members of Congress from the ex-
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Confederate states. What the Radicals wanted from the South,
and what to a great extent the people of the North wanted, was
repentance, and repentance was the one thing that the South
could not and would not give.
The author, revealing a slight and perhaps wholesome bias in
favor of defeated southern whites, notes hypocrisy on both sides.
Northern states in ratifying voted to penalize southern states that
did not grant suffrage to blacks even though all of them did not
permit blacks to vote. Kansas, in fact, defeated a proposed constitutional amendment giving the vote to qualified Negroes a
year after ratifying the fourteenth amendment. Hypocrisy was
not confined to the North, however; there was an immense
amount of self-serving in the arguments against the amendment
marshalled by southern governors, editors, and legislators. James
makes it clear that Tennessee’s ratification was procedurally irregular, and he seems disappointed that nobody challenged the
constitutionality of the very existence of West Virginia.
It is obvious that the research for this book has been spread
over a long period. Some of the footnotes refer to secondary works
which are certainly out of fashion nowadays, and which have
been largely replaced. In fact, exactly half of the secondary works
cited (excluding biographies) were published before 1960. More
disturbing is the author’s frequent reliance upon Walter Lynwood Fleming’s collection of documents, exposed long ago by
Vernon Wharton as hopelessly biased. These defects are minor,
however, when compared with the contribution of this work to
Reconstruction history.
McNeese State University

JOE GRAY TAYLOR

Death at Cross Plains: An Alabama Reconstruction Tragedy. By
Gene L. Howard. (University: University of Alabama Press,
1984. xiv, 151 pp. Foreword, maps, photographs, notes, bibliography, index. $14.95.)
This slim monograph tells the story of William Luke, an exminister and freedmen’s teacher who was assassinated by a mob
of Ku Klux Klansmen in Cross Plains, Alabama, in July 1870.
Gene Howard has written a richly-textured, often moving, narra-
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tive of Luke’s tragic death and his brief but determined attempt
to bring religion and education to the black freedmen of Alabama. Luke had emigrated to Alabama from Canada in 1869,
taking a teaching position at Talladega College, the principal
freedmen’s school in the area. Inspired by the Reverend Henry
Brown, the founder and president of Talladega, Luke dreamed
of eventually opening his own freedmen’s school. In 1870 he
moved to Cross Plains, a small village in the red clay hills of
Calhoun County, where he served as a bookkeeper for the Selma,
Rome, and Dalton Railroad and as a teacher for the railroad’s
black construction workers. It was here that the tragedy unfolded.
Although Luke was a gentle, unassuming man, many local whites
bitterly resented his efforts to uplift the freedmen. Calhoun
County was a Klan stronghold and a veritable tinderbox of racial
strife. In early July an interracial scuffle between two gangs of
youths raised the specter of a full-fledged race war, plunging the
local white citizenry into an hysteria that eventually led to the
ritual murder of Luke and six freedmen. The incident received
national attention and prompted a series of official inquiries and
trials, but the murderers were never brought to justice.
Howard’s account of the Luke incident is based on solid research, and his treatment of Luke, both as a reformer and as a
victim, is fair-minded and thoughful. Most important, he has
deftly handled the psychological and social complexities of Klan
violence and Radical Republicanism. Thankfully, the book is
devoid of the “Lost Cause” partisanship and thinly-veiled racism
that have plagued so much of the popular historiography of Reconstruction.
Death at Cross Plains is not without flaws. The author makes
only a perfunctory attempt to link his story to the broader history
and historiography of Reconstruction and the South. And regrettably, the book ends limply, without a sufficiently analytical
conclusion. Finally, one wishes that Howard had focused less on
William Luke and more on the freedmen of Cross Plains, particularly the six black victims who shared his fate. Nevertheless,
on balance this is an admirable study, one that should encourage
other popular historians to explore the extraordinary human
drama of the Reconstruction era.
University of South Florida
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The Road to Redemption: Southern Politics, 1869-1879. By
Michael Perman. (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina
Press, 1984. xiv, 353 pp. Introduction, notes, bibliography,
index. $32.00.)
Michael Perman hopes that this book will contribute to a
“revitalization” of the study of postwar southern politics, and
indeed it does. Operating from the position that historians have
bestowed more attention on economic, social, cultural, and racial
issues than on political, Perman sets out to explain not why
Reconstruction failed but how it worked. He reminds us of the
great importance of institutional continuity in southern political
history, and of the fact that Reconstruction was an element of
that history rather than simply an experience imposed from outside for a short time. He thus breaks free of a common interpretation that is bracketed by a pair of assertions: that the Republican
party offered the South something advantageous and indeed
noble, and that 1877 marked an unnecessary failure of that effort.
Refreshingly, Perman recognizes that the story cannot focus
only on Republicans but must explain the internal workings of
both parties and their perceptions of each other. We thus encounter a Democratic party not at all monolithic but fully as
fragmented and disparate as the Republicans. By 1868 the Democrats had failed to prevent Reconstruction; the failure highlighted arguments over policy and direction, which Perman analyzes. His approach allows us to watch the “politics of convergence” of the late sixties and early seventies, as parts of both
parties sought to occupy a political center. Similarities between
parties thus take on greater importance than differences. The
high point of this process of convergence were the elections of
1872, when the centrist elements of both parties sustained serious
reverses. The “New Departure” philosophy of those Democrats
who urged acceptance of Reconstruction was by then an evident
failure; Republican margins of victory sagged, and the party’s
effort to recruit a southern white contingent came to naught.
Thus arose the “politics of divergence” in which Bourbon Democrats regained the ascendancy over the New Departurists and
rewrote state constitutions as the process of redemption went
forward. The structure of the presentation reflects Perman’s view

Published by STARS, 1984

17

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 63 [1984], No. 4, Art. 8
466

F LORIDA H ISTORICAL QUARTERLY

that Reconstruction and redemption are not separable issues but
connected phases of an ongoing political process.
The concept behind this book is sound and the line of interpretation is appropriate and well reasoned. The principal
difficulty is in execution. At times the author gets caught up in
the fluidity of the subject matter, with the result that factional
drifts and course changes are not always easy to follow. Party
nomenclature compounds the problem; at least ten different
groups populate the stage. And since this is essentially a story of
groups rather than individuals, the author brings out very little
of the personality, color, and style of his leading actors. There is
no limited geographical focus to assist in clarification, since the
book’s premise requires treatment of the entire South as a comparative study. Unfortunately, but perhaps not surprisingly in
view of the analytical approach and the de-emphasis of personal
action, the style, on the whole, is bland and relies on the passive
voice.
Perman’s research has been extensive, particularly in manuscript collections and newpapers. He has produced a fresh, insightful work that will be of lasting value to students of the
period. The price tag, shame, will keep many of them from buying their own copy.
California State University, Northridge

JAMES E. SEFTON

Railroads, Reconstruction, and the Gospel of Prosperity: Under
the Radical Republicans, 1865-1877. By Mark W. Summers.
(Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1984. 361 pp. Acknowledgments, preface, index. $37.50.)
In his Railroads, Reconstruction and the Gospel of Prosperity,
Professor Summers propounds the hypothesis that Radical Republicans pursued a common policy of reviving the South after
the Civil War through government aid to railroad construction,
and that there was a unanimity of agreement with the Gospel of
Prosperity— his term— and a universality of its implementation
throughout the southern states. According to the author, Southerners of most persuasions embraced the idea of bonding themselves
heavily in order to build railroads and propel themselves out of
the depression which followed the war. He concedes that re-
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building of the nation and civil rights for freedmen were important issues, but sees them as secondary to the matter of economic revival through public aid to railroads. Insofar as the
Florida Republicans were concerned, he is correct.
Summers argues that failure was built into the effort because
the necessary indebtedness was too great, there was not yet
enough business for the roads, and the problems endemic in
public financing of private ventures which could not attract their
own investors were too great in the long run. Partisan politics
and racial difficulties exacerbated the problems of the public
men and the private entrepreneurs— who were sometimes the
same people— until the idea of public financing was censured by
the voters. The collapse of the national economy in 1873— itself
triggered by the over-extension of credit to national railroads—
and the withdrawal of European investors from American railroad construction brought the Gospel of Prosperity to a noisy end
in the mid-1870s, only to be revived again by the Redeemers in
later years.
Florida history enthusiasts will find extensive treatment of
the state’s railroad tribulations throughout the book. The role of
George W. Swepson in Florida is put in better perspective by the
author’s concomitant treatment of his North Carolina activities.
But no matter how one slices the past, it is difficult to see the
whole clearly. Summers’s handling of Florida in the context of
railroad development in the entire South adds a dimension, but
it also obscures the particularities of the Florida story.
A dust cover quotation from the ubiquitous J. Mills Thornton
avers that, “This one work, I suspect, is destined to turn all of
Reconstruction historiography into a new channel.” Perhaps.
Railroads, Reconstruction, and the Gospel of Prosperity is an
authentic work, well-researched and carefully written in the
fashion of contemporary professional history. It deserves the
perusal of all professional historians interested in the several
fields it covers, although it is not likely to attract the casual
reader. I recognize that we can continually turn the prism through
which we gaze upon the past, but the book leaves me wondering
if we do not already know what we need to know about Reconstruction.
University of Central Florida

Published by STARS, 1984

JERRELL SHOFNER

19

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 63 [1984], No. 4, Art. 8
468

F LORIDA H ISTORICAL QUARTERLY

Industrialization and Southern Society, 1877-1984. By James C.
Cobb. New Perspectives on the South, edited by Charles P.
Roland. (Lexington, KY: University Presses of Kentucky,
1984. xii, 185 pp. Editor’s preface, acknowledgments, introduction, bibliographic note, index. $19.00.)
In his introduction to this volume, Charles P. Roland states
the goal of the series “New Perspectives on the South”: “Each
volume is expected to be a complete essay representing both a
synthesis of the best scholarship on the subject and an interpretive analysis derived from the author’s own reflections” (p. x).
Professor Cobb has adhered to the series’ standards on both of
these major points.
Cobb uses the first three chapters to discuss chronologically
the interplay of southern industry and society during three periods under consideration, basically 1877 to World War I, the
inter-war period, and the post-World War II era. He outlines
how pre-Civil War patterns of industrial development, with industry being the handmaiden of agriculture, persisted into the
twentieth century. Basic to this activity was the southern utilization of inexpensive, unskilled labor as a means of encouraging
northern industrialists to exploit the potential of the South. Although not totally convinced that the South proceeded along
“the Prussian road,” Cobb seems to use the earlier efforts of
Dwight Billings and Jonathan Wiener as a convenient means of
holding these chapters together, especially during the pre-World
War II eras.
This portion of the book suffers from the emphases— or lack
thereof— of historians who have gone before. This is more of an
indictment of the profession, however, than of Cobb’s synthesis
itself. Southern historians, delving into economic matters, have
tended to concentrate their efforts on the textile belt of the southeast. Other important industries, such as timber, steel, and oil,
have not been thoroughly investigated.
Moving beyond the first chapters, Cobb divides this interpretive book into a series of essays concentrating on specific aspects
of southern industrial life: labor, post-world War II, and environmental issues. The most disappointing section was the
chapter on labor— the timber worker was given slight attention;
the labor union activities in the mines and steel mills in the early
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twentieth century were not mentioned; and the CIO efforts of the
late 1930s were omitted. Off-setting these omissions was Cobb’s
excellent analysis of the plight of the un-unionized textile worker,
but even there, he barely touched upon labor troubles. The chapter dealing with the post-World War II era was the best part of
the book. Following upon his fine first effort, The Selling of the
South (1982), Cobb has given us a more mature assessment of
the many cross-currents at work in the post-World War II world
of the southern economy and the continuing centrality of the race
question.
The final chapter is excellent. Entitled “Why the New South
Never Became the North,” Cobb succinctly assessed the continuing colonial nature of the South. Admittedly, as he still debates
with himself the merits of the Billings-Wiener “Prussian road,”
his interpretive framework becomes apparent as he follows the
lead of Lawrence Goodwyn’s work on Populism. Cobb calls for
a new agenda, “A new and truly complete perspective on the impact of industrialization on the South requires less emphasis on
the region’s resistance to change and more attention to the
process of mutual adaptation between the influences of industrial
expansion and the social, political, and cultural characteristics
often associated with economic underdevelopment in Dixie” (pp.
163-64). Cobb has raised more questions in his essay than he has
answered. On the other hand, this would be an excellent place for
an enterprising graduate student to find dissertation fodder— the
bibliographical essay alone is worth the “price of admission.”
Mississippi College

EDWARD N. AKIN

Farewell to the Party of Lincoln: Black Politics in the Age of
FDR. By Nancy J. Weiss. (Princeton: Princeton University
Press, 1983. xx, 333 pp. Preface, photographs, illustrations,
tables, appendix, note on sources, index. $32.50, $12.50 paper.)
More than any other group in the American electorate today,
black voters cast their ballots in a manner shaped some fifty years
ago. Once fiercely loyal to the Republican party of Abraham
Lincoln and emancipation, blacks switched allegiance to the
Democratic party of Franklin D. Roosevelt and the New Deal in
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1936. Although the political realignment that brought them into
a majority coalition with blue collar workers, ethnic minorities,
and white Southerners has faltered in recent decades, blacks continue to remain as strongly attached to the legacy of the second
‘great emancipator” as they were to that of the first.
Professor Weiss has attempted to explain why blacks flocked
to the Democratic party during the age of FDR, and she has
succeeded convincingly. Because the subject of blacks and the
New Deal has previously received detailed attention from such
scholars as Harvard Sitkoff, John B. Kirby, Raymond Wolters,
and Robert Zangrando, many readers will not find Weiss’s conclusions surprising. The author does not try to tell a new story,
but she reinterprets the old one in a fresh and thorough way.
Based on research in the Roosevelt archives, the papers of black
officials, black newspapers, and oral history interviews, her
meticulously-documented findings are presented in a lucid and
absorbing style.
This book examines the paradox that the New Deal did not
give racial issues a high priority and, yet, it was the New Deal
that transformed black partisan affiliations. The answer to this
puzzle lies not in the expansion of racial equality, but in the
economic benefits that the Roosevelt administration offered
blacks as a portion of the ill-fed, ill-housed “forgotten Americans.” What Roosevelt failed to accomplish in obtaining antilynching and anti-poll tax legislation, he more than made up for
by promoting massive relief measures like the Works Progress
Administration. Not that the Roosevelt administration neglected
civil rights concerns. Through the efforts of Eleanor Roosevelt,
Harold Ickes, and the Black Cabinet, black complaints received a
more favorable hearing in the White House than ever before.
However, the chief executive was more concerned with political
than with moral considerations, and blacks did not wield the
same legislative clout as powerful southern lawmakers whose
backing was sought by the president for his economic recovery
programs. Nevertheless, in moving into the Democratic party in
return for this “half deal,” blacks were not blinded by presidential deceit. Given the available choices and the political
realities, they followed the same pragmatic thinking that had
once cemented their loyalty to the less-than-egalitarian Lincoln
and the GOP.
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For all of its limitations, the New Deal stimulated the
politicization of black-Americans and helped raise their awareness
that the federal government could be a powerful ally in winning
first class citizenship. However indirect its impact on the future
development of the civil rights movement, the New Deal made a
valuable contribution.
University of South Florida

STEVEN F. LAWSON

The Wild Ass of the Ozarks: Jeff Davis and the Social Bases of
Southern Politics. By Raymond Arsenault. (Philadelphia:
Temple University Press, 1984. xv, 336 pp. Maps, tables,
graphs, appendices, notes, index. $34.95.)
For the first dozen years of the twentieth century, Jeff Davis
of Arkansas occupied a conspicuous place in the pantheon of
those traditionally termed southern demagogues. Most of his
contemporaries, such as Tom Watson, Ben Tillman, and James
K. Vardaman, have been subjects of book-length scholarly studies.
This attractive volume on Davis by Professor Arsenault not only
fills an important void in the literature devoted to practitioners
of emotion-laden mass politics in the South, but also achieves a
level of sophistication not found in previous studies. Based upon
meticulous research and written with grace and flair, Arsenault’s
work effectively employs quantitative techniques to delineate and
clarify the social and cultural landscape in which Davis rose to
political power and became, in the words of a veteran observer
of Arkansas politics in 1906, “a conviction, a credo (and) . . .
psychological fetich” (p. 245).
Born into a well-to-do family and educated at the University
of Arkansas, Vanderbilt, and Cumberland University, Davis began his career as an attorney in his father’s law firm in Russellville. Entering politics first in 1884, he waged a successful campaign for attorney general fourteen years later. Elected governor
in 1900, Davis served three two-year terms in that office, where his
battles against the trusts, “penitentiary ring,” and new statehouse
project absorbed most of his energies. As the occasion demanded,
he engaged in strenuous verbal assaults on blacks, eastern creditors, and the “high collared roosters” of Little Rock. Part hedo-
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nist and part puritan, Davis described himself as a “pint Baptist”
and was ever ready to take on “the morality crowd”— his selfrighteous, prohibitionist critics whom he sometimes called “quart
Baptists.” Though skilled in invoking themes of Christian
martyrdom and divine mercy on the political stump, he never
made religious bigotry a part of his political repertoire.
In spite of Davis’s flamboyant behavior and emotional rhetoric, as Arsenault points out, he was not an effective reformer in
the classical “progressive” sense. Nor was he merely a spokesman
for an underclass of poor whites. Rather, “our Jeff” appealed to
farmers of various classes who resented their loss of power and
their quasi-colonial status. Even though a series of obstructionist
legislatures, a conservative supreme court, and his own ambiva-lence about governmental activism combined to keep his legal
reforms to a minimum, Davis did secure a temporary redistribution of psychological power by enhancing and legitimatizing the
agrarian world-view. He articulated the most deeply-felt grievances of Arkansas farmers and passionately defended their collective sense of honor. In trumpeting the superior virtues of the
rural South, according to Arsenault, he was “in a class by himself” (p. 14). When, following his election to the United States
Senate in 1906, Davis attempted to continue the same role in
Washington, his efforts elicited disdain and condescension. Although he remained a senator until his death in 1913, he spent
much of his time in Arkansas attempting to arrest the disintegration of his once powerful political organization. After 1909, his
participation in Senate affairs was inconsequential.
The significance of this volume goes far beyond what it reveals about the tumultuous career of Jeff Davis and the eccentricities of Arkansas politics. Few, if any, other studies have so
effectively analyzed and explained the link between early
twentieth-century southern politics and the three R’s of regional
life— ruralism, religion, and race.
University of Arkansas,
Fayetteville
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Jews of the South, Selected Essays from the Southern Jewish
Historical Society. Edited by Samuel Proctor and Louis
Schmier. (Macon: Mercer University Press, 1984. vii, 130 pp.
Foreword, contributors. $12.95.)
Jews of the South is the second volume of essays to be published under the aegis of the Southern Jewish Historical Society.
The Society, recreated in 1976, has played a major role in making
the southern Jewish historical experience a legitimate area for
scholarly inquiry. Beyond this contribution, it has ignited a sense
of curiosity and pride on the part of non-academic southern Jews
in their historical roots. The Society’s annual conferences, each
held in a different southern city and state, have brought together
some of the leading academics in American life, both Jewish and
Gentile, to assess the historical encounter of Jew and Gentile in
the South.
While not as full or penetrating a volume as the first, entitled
“Turn to the South”: Essays on Southern Jewry (1979), the
present set of essays highlight a number of important southern
Jews, each of whom is worthy of the scholarly attention he or she
has received. The essays cover the lives and times of Moses Elias
Levy, who sought and failed to establish an agricultural colony
for Jews in Florida and whose son, David Levy Yulee, would
become the first United States senator of Jewish origin; Penina
Moise, the first American Jewish woman to achieve distinction in
American literature; Rabbi Bernard C. Ehrenreich, a Northerner
who became an influential progressive force in Montgomery,
Alabama: the Sheftalls of Savannah, Georgia, one of the earliest
Jewish families in Georgia and heroes of the Revolutionary War;
Eugenia and Philip Phillips, she a fiery Confederate who was
banished to a lonely island for her anti-Union sentiments and he
perhaps the outstanding Supreme Court lawyer in American history; and, finally, the writer Ludwig Lewisohn, who sought to
merge his soul with the essence of the South by becoming a
Christian and a romantic. There is also a memoir by Joseph Joel,
a Richmond Jew born in Europe, and a portrait of Jewish-Gentile
relations in Valdosta, Georgia.
What is most evident from these essays is the strong sense of
belonging and alienation which marked different periods of the
southern Jewish experience. It is clear that Jews had a much
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easier time in the pre-Civil War South, where there was a
seemingly-strong Christian tolerance for Judaism and an economic tolerance for the rise of Jewish involvement in the fields
of peddling and other retail trades. The first was due, no doubt,
to the sense of religious conformity, so strong in the South, and
its acceptance by Jews in the region. The second because the Jew
represented a numerically and politically powerless substitute for
the independent middle class feared by southern plantation owners as potential rivals for economic and political power.
After 1865, a desperate southern ruling class, hoping to maintain the social and political status quo after a devastating war,
diverted the stigma of that defeat to the Jews, a powerless and
nearly defenseless minority. Added to this was the growing antimodernist and conservative impulse in southern Christianity
which placed the Jews in the position of being both “a good old
hometown boy” and a member of the “accursed Jewish race.”
Such a discussion of Jewish life in the South would not have
been possible even a decade ago. Thanks to the efforts of the
Southern Jewish Historical Society and to its publications, the
discussion will continue.
American Jewish Archives

ABRAHAM J. PECK

The Eastern Band of Cherokees, 1819-1900. By John R. Finger.
(Knoxville: University of Tennessee Press, 1984. xiv, 253 pp.
Preface, illustrations, photographs, maps, notes, bibliography,
index. $24.95; $12.50 paper.)
As the Federal Acknowledgement Program of the Bureau of
Indian Affairs has discovered there are a surprising number of
bands, including some with tenuous tribal affiliation, still residing in the southeast. One of the most persistent of these is the
Eastern Band of Cherokees still living on reservation land in the
mountains of North Carolina.
In the early nineteenth century they were no more than a few
families who banded together and settled on a site subsequently
known as Quallatown, apart from the Cherokee majority. Leadership of the group devolved on a dominant male, Yonaguska, who
introduced William Holland Thomas into the embryonic band.
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Besides having mercantile experience and some knowledge of the
law, Thomas was white, all of which proved extremely beneficial
to the group in subsequent years.
In the early years the band was preoccupied with the removal
issue, and they successfully avoided capture by government
troops, probably because of their small numbers and isolated
location. This victory was short-lived, however, as they remained
in North Carolina in an anomalous status, and engaged in a
protracted struggle with both state and federal authorities to
validate their position.
When Yonaguska died in 1839, Thomas became the band’s de
facto chief and worked unceasingly to advance their interest. He
was somewhat successful in securing some government claim
money, and used a portion of it to purchase a 50,000-acre tract
that became the Eastern Cherokee homeland. Thomas was not as
successful in other areas. His attempt to gain state recognition for
the Cherokees proved futile, but probably his greatest mistake
was to encourage the band to support the Confederacy.
The usual problems of Reconstruction were exacerbated for
the Eastern Cherokees due to a widespread smallpox epidemic.
Of greater significance, however, was the loss of Thomas’s leadership, and the resultant struggle for control among several individuals that lasted throughout the nineteenth century The band
finally succeeded in securing federal recognition in 1868, and this
helped them obtain some services, the most important of which
was the rudiments of a school system. At the same time they still
suffered from the curious web of relationships at the state and
local levels. The band also had to confront continual white encroachment on their lands, but as this account ends in 1900, the
resilient Eastern Cherokees were continuing to survive and were
trying to fashion a reality among the various conflicting interests,
not the least of which was their own Indian identity.
This book illustrates the problems and opportunities in writing Indian history. Since most tribes emphasized the oral passage
of tradition between generations, they left few documentary or
other records, and what little we know is the result of white participants or the few informants, like Swimmer of the Eastern
Cherokees. The author has done an exceptional job in using all
of these sources to produce an administrative history of the
Eastern Cherokees. Professor Finger does include some super-
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ficial material on the band’s lifeways, but the traditional categories of culture are not dealt with in any detail, nor does he
attempt to reflect an anthropological prespective in considering
band changes. This work should encourage incipient Indian
historians of the southeast to the potential for similar works. It
is hoped that Finger’s sequel to this solid monograph will soon
be in print.
National Park Service
Denver, Colorado

MICHAEL G. SCHENE

Chinese in the Post-Civil War South: A People Without a History.
By Lucy M. Cohen. xviii, 211 pp. (Baton Rouge: Louisiana
State University Press, 1984. Preface, illustrations, photographs, appendices, bibliography, index. $22.50.)
Lucy Cohen’s handsomely-produced volume joins company
with a growing list of scholarly studies exploring ethnic and
minority groups in the American South. Recent investigations by
Randall Miller on Germans, Louis Schmier on Jews, and
Anthony Maingot on Haitians come immediately to mind. Taken
collectively these efforts have attempted to expand our understanding of the human resources existing in the South and to
paint a multi-textured picture of the region’s cultural fabric.
Despite its curious sub-title (if it were literally true, the volume could never have been written), this study is a judicious
examination of the Chinese presence in the South. The first two
chapters cover pre-Civil War contacts with China and the
Chinese. Cohen believes these early encounters were important
in shaping attitudes and expectations. The central core of the
book, however, deals with efforts to induce Chinese laborers
(so-called “coolies”) to the South as replacements for newly-freed
slaves. This ambitious program, conceived in the uncertainty of
the post-war era, met with near-complete failure. The collapse,
according to Cohen, rested on several key factors. At base root was
the fact that “employees and employers had nearly opposite views
on the meaning of [contracts] and of social relations between
worker and employer” (p. 131). Southern plantation owners and
railroad builders tended to treat Chinese workers in much the
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same fashion they did blacks, changing terms of contracts at will.
The Chinese were accustomed to firm agreements negotiated by
intermediaries, and they responded to contractual changes with
rebellion, violence, and/or court cases, actions which hardly
endeared them to their oftentimes bewildered employers. Southerners also voiced continuing concerns over racial matters, communication problems with Chinese workers and their go-betweens,
and misunderstandings over Chinese religious and cultural practices. Cohen’s last two chapters cover the accommodations undergone by those Chinese who remained in the South. Small numbers, dispersed settlement patterns, and a lack of vigorous immigrant institutions worked to submerge a Chinese heritage.
Ultimately, intermarriage largely erased a specific identity, as
Chinese became identified with other groups such as Mexicans,
Indians, and Creoles.
This volume concentrates on the Chinese experience in
Louisiana, Alabama, and Arkansas, and to a lesser extent Mississippi. Little or no information on the remaining southern states
surfaces although they too experimented with “John Chinaman.”
Florida, for example, is mentioned only twice and then in passing,
but the sunshine state had its own full complement of experiments, settlements, and disappointments with the Chinese. Places
like Tampa, moreover, were important way-stations in the movement of Chinese laborers to Cuba in the late-nineteenth century.
This exception aside, however, the generalizations made by
Cohen reflect accurately on the experience of other southern
states, and she is to be complimented for drawing together much
previously scattered material into a pleasing analysis.
University of Florida
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BOOK NOTES
St. John’s Episcopal Church in Tallahassee is one of the oldest
Episcopal parishes in Florida. God Willing is a 150-year history
of this church, from its founding as a small mission in 1829 to
1979. The book, by Carl Stauffer, is more than just the story of
St. John’s, since it includes much of the political, social, and
economic history of Tallahassee and the surrounding area. Its
parishioners have always included many of Leon County’s most
prominent citizens. St. John’s was, by the standards of nineteenthcentury antebellum Florida, an integrated parish. Stauffer notes
that coloured “weddings, baptisms, and funeral services were
somewhat a common place.” For instance, George Proctor, a free
black who built many fine Tallahassee houses during the Territorial period, was married at St. John’s in 1839. St. John’s grew
and prospered over the years, despite the outcome of the Civil
War, frequent yellow fever and smallpox epidemics, fires which
threatened to destroy the city, and many economic reversals.
Among the tragic events which affected the church was the
drowning of the Reverend and Mrs. Woart, J. Loring and four
of his parishioners in June 1838, and the death of the Hardy
Bryan Croom family in 1837. The Woarts and the Crooms are
memorialized with stone markers on the church grounds. God
Willing may be ordered from St. John’s Episcopal Church, 211
North Monroe Street, Tallahassee, FL 32301; the price is $15.00.
Loxahatchee Lament, Volume II, published by the Loxahatchee Historical Society, is a continuation of an earlier history
of the community, Loxahatchee, Volume I, by the local newspaper; the Courier-Highlights. Volume II includes short essays
and articles by local historians, including Bessie W. DeBois,
Ronnie Stayman, Lillian White, and Eva Campbell. Included
also is the “Early History of Jupiter,” by Elsie Dolby Jackson
which was edited for publication by Lillian White. For information on Loxahatchee Lament, Volume II, write the Society, Box
1506, Jupiter, FL 33468.
In Place of Pearls is a brief history of Deerfield Beach by
Louis M. Simms. Dr. Simms wrote this brief sketch after he
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retired to Florida in 1974, and his children published it as a
memorial following his death in 1984. It may be ordered from
the RIMU Publishing Company, Box 13-049, Hamilton, New
Zealand. The price is $5.00 (send check or money order); for air
mail orders, add $2.00.
Choestoe, by Jane Hancock, is the story of her father, Edward
Leander Shuler, who grew up in the beautiful northeast Georgia
Blue Ridge mountains. This area was first populated by the
Cherokee Indians, and many still remain in the area, although
most of the Cherokees were forced to immigrate to Indian lands
west of the Mississippi. Mrs. Hancock describes her parents,
her family, and her life. She describes the schools and colleges
she attended, her father’s business, their neighbors and family,
recreations, and social activities. Mrs. Hancock’s family had
special ties to Georgia, but there were also important connections
to Florida, and these are noted in her delightful book. Order
Choestoe from the author, 2325 Costa Verde Boulevard, 202,
Jacksonville Beach, FL 32250; the price is $7.95.
The 1984 Florida Statistical Abstract, edited by Frances W.
Terhune, was published by the University of Florida Press for
the University of Florida’s Bureau of Economic and Business Research, College of Business Administration. It contains detailed
data on the state’s human and physical resources, its industries
and services, public resources and their administration, and contemporary economic and social trends. Population, housing, education, labor, agriculture, manufacturing, transportation, wholesale and retail trade, tourism, recreation, health, cultural services,
government, elections, courts, law enforcement, and economic
indicators and prices are some of the topics for which pertinent
statistical data is supplied. The Florida Statistical Abstract is
valuable for anyone doing research in recent and contemporary
Florida. The paperback edition sells for $19.95.
The Only Land They Knew, The Tragic Story of the American
Indians in the Old South, by J. Leitch Wright, is available in a
paperback edition. It sells for $9.95, and was published by The
Free Press, New York.
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The Encyclopedia of Religion in the South was edited by
Samuel S. Hill and published by Mercer University Press. It is a
comprehensive and authoritative reference work which includes
more than 500 articles tracing the religious history of each
southern state from its beginnings to the present. More than 200
writers have contributed articles dealing with a wide variety of
southern religious denominations, sects, and groups. These included not only the major Protestant sects, but fundamentalists,
the cults, Jews, Mormons, Jehovah’s Witnesses, Catholics, Seventh
Day Adventists, and a wide assortment of other religious groups.
Doctrines, “sacred places” of the South, public figures of religious
significance, and important literary figures are also included in
the Encyclopedia, along with public events and public figures,
offices, titles, and religious jurisdictions. There are articles showing the relationship of music and architecture to religion, and a
miscellany of other subjects are covered, among them are funerals
and cemeteries, roadside signs, bible chairs, and homecomings. An
essay on religion in the South covering the colonial period to the
present is included as an appendix, and there is an index. Many
articles include short bibliographies. Encyclopedia of Religion
in the South is a very valuable reference guide; it sells for $60.00.
Two novels using Florida as a background for their action
are LaBrava by Elmore Leonard and The True Sea by F. W.
Belland. Joe LaBrava is an ex-Secret Service agent and a photographer who lives in South Miami Beach. Published by Arbor
House, New York, LaBrava will soon become the basis for a screenplay and a film. The price of the novel is $14.95. F. W. Belland’s
novel is set in the Florida Keys, and it covers the period from
the turn of the century to the 1920s. The focus is the construction
of the Florida East Coast Railroad from Miami to Key West. The
author, a native Floridian and former Florida State University
student, lives in Big Pine Key. The True Sea was published by
Holt, Rinehart, and Winston, New York, and it sells for $15.95.
Making The Invisible Woman Visible is by Anne Firor Scott,
one of the South’s leading historians. She is professor of history
at Duke University and the author of several acclaimed volumes,
including The Southern Lady: From Pedestal to Politics, 18301930. In this volume, published by the University of Illinois Press,
Scott introduces a collection of biographical essays with her own
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autobiography, “A Historian’s Odyssey.” The women that she
then writes about are not necessarily household names, but they
all played important social, political, and cultural roles in the
history of their states and regions. Her essay, “Self-Portraits: Three
Women,” which first appeared in the festchrift for Oscar Handlin,
deals with Jane Franklin Mecom, the youngest of Josiah Franklin’s
seventeen children; Elizabeth Sandwith Drinker, who lived in
the little Philadelphia Quakers community; and Eliza Lucas
Pinckney, the South Carolina planter lady. Education, religion,
and politics are among the topics covered by Dr. Scott. The
paperback edition of her book sells for $10.95 (University of
Illinois Press, Box 5081, Station A, Champaign, IL 61820).
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